Buses around Bangor

    Bus services around Bangor, Caernarvon and the surrounding rural areas of north west Wales are normally associated with the large BTC-group operator Crosville Motor Services.  Based at Chester, this company served Liverpool and most of Cheshire as well as the whole of north and mid-Wales.    However, one of the fascinating aspects of the slate-quarrying districts in the north-west was the multiplicity of small private operators which seemed to be allowed to co-exist alongside the nationalised giant.   This is surprising in view of the fact that this was not “border territory” between two large group companies, as for instance at Windsor or in parts of Hereford or Shropshire, but completely surrounded by Crosville activities.   

    Indeed, Crosville themselves had started small, but progressed by an aggressive policy of acquisitions, in this area mainly during the 1930’s.   Prior to this, there were many other local operators; some of those serving Bangor which were taken over by Crosville were:-


Holyhead Motors (Mona Maroon)


November 1929

UNU   Llangefni




January 1930


Llangoed Red,  Beaumaris    


October 1930


Llandudno & Bangor Blue MS (the Blues)

February 1931

Bethesda Grey  (the Greys)


January 1932


J. W. Hughes, Rhiwen



January 1932


William Morris, Bethesda



May 1934


Mechell Maroon




June 1935


Mrs M. Ellis, Llanllechid



February 1952

   Of these, the best-known was the late-lamented Bethesda Greys, still talked about with reverence in the 1960’s.   These early photographs are thought to be of vehicles operated by this firm.  The original prints were given to the late Iorwerth Jones of Penrhyn Castle museum in 1967 by, I think, the sons of the proprietor who had recently passed away……
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   The left hand view was taken in Bethesda main street and probably shows the proprietor/s. On the right is possibly the same vehicle, on the approach road to Tregarth railway station.
   A number of similar companies operating into Caernarvon were also taken over by Crosville in the period…….



Richards (Busy Bee)   
 to/from Pwllheli 

November 1925



J. Lewis Owens

Nevin & Ederyn

November 1927



Peris Motors

Llanberis

October 1928



Thomas John Edwards
Brynrefail

October 1928



Cynfi Motors

Deiniolen

July 1929



Caernarvon Bay Motors
Dinas Dinlle

December 1932



Seiont Motors

PenyGroes & Nantlle
January 1934



Tudor Evans, Llithfaen
Ederyn & Nefyn

February 1935



John Hughes, Carmel
Cilgwyn


January 1936



D.M. Prichard, Llanrug
Bethesda, Llanberis
March 1936



W.D. Humphreys, Bethel
Bethel


March 1936



E.J. Hughes, PenyGroes
PenyGroes, Dinas Dinlle
June 1936



L.J. Roberts, Llanrug
Ceunant


June 1939

      These are early photographs of two Caernarvon operator’s vehicles, also from Iorwerth’s collection………..
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      Crosville Motor Services opened their Bangor depot on Beach Road in 1931.   By 1947 it housed 54 vehicles, reducing to 42 by 1980.   The Caernarvon depot adjacent to the LMS railway station was opened a year later in 1932, home to 44 vehicles in 1947 and 25 in 1980.     There were also small depots at Amlwch and Holyhead

      The Crosville routes were developed as follows:-

Number

Route




Year started
CMS new *, or ex…

127
Liverpool – Caernarvon express ‘A’

1928

*

128
Liverpool – Caernarvon express ‘B’

1930

*

138
Liverpool – Pwllheli



1947

*

139
Liverpool – Amlwch



1947

*

406
Llandudno – Caernarvon



1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

509
Llangefni – Newborough – Bangor


1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

510
Bangor – Holyhead



1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

516
Bangor – Llanddona



1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

517
Bangor – Bethesda – Llanrwst


1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

518
Bangor – Bethesda local



1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

519
Bangor – Llanberis



1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

520
Bangor – Amlwch – Cemaes Bay


1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

541
Caernarvon – Bangor



1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

564
Bangor Town Clock – Bangor Pier


1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

565
Caernarvon – Menai Bridge


1931

Llan & Bangor Blue

521
Bangor – Gerlan




1932

Bethesda Greys

522
Bangor – Tregarth – Bethesda


1932

Bethesda Greys

523
Bangor – Mynydd Llandegai


1932

Bethesda Greys

524
Bangor – Mynydd Llandegai


1932

Bethesda Greys

525
Bangor – Rhiwlas



1934

William Morris

526
Bangor – Maesgeirchen estate


1944

*

527
Bangor – Maes Tryfan estate (circular)

1944

*

562
Bangor – Llandegfan



1938

*

558
Caernarvon – Menai Br – Newborough - Llangaffo
1930

UNU

By 1964 a new district-based route numbering system had been devised, and the routes seving Bangor were now as follows:-

M 7 to M 10
Llandudno – Caernarvon, via various routes in Llandudno area

N 11

Bangor – Coed Mawr (Glanadda)

N 12

Bangor – Capel Graig

N 32

Bangor – Llangefni via Penmynydd and Talwrn

N 43

Bangor – Llangefni via Newborough

N 45 to N 50
Bangor – Holyhead, various routes in Star, Gaerwen area

N 57 to N 60
Bangor – Beaumaris, then to Glanrafon, Llangoed or Llanddona

N 61,  N 62
Bangor – Amlwch

N 63

Bangor – Llandegfan

N 65,  N 66
Bangor – Gerlan

N 68

Bangor – Mynydd Llandegai (quarry)

N 69,  N 70
Bangor – Bethesda

N 74,  N 76
Bangor – Llanberis

N 75

Bangor – Llanrwst via Capel Curig and Betws-y-Coed

N 77

Bangor – Rhiwlas

N 78 

Bangor – Maesgeirchen estate

N 79

Bangor – Maes Tryfan estate

P3,  P4

Colwyn Bay – Bangor

X 3 – X 5
Liverpool – Caernarvon express service

X 6

Liverpool – Cemaes Bay express service

    The whole North Wales Coast service was restructured from 5th September 1965, resulting in the disappearance of  M7 to M10 and P3, P4.   The express service routes X3 – X6 became the “Cymru Coastliner”   but the Bangor local services continued mostly unchanged throughout the period 1966 – post 1970.  

    At the time I arrived in Bangor in autumn 1966 the “Cymru Coastliner” services were being operated by new, white-painted Bristol Lodekka double-deck coaches in the Crosville DFB number series.   Their busiest time, in the winter months at least, seemed to be on Sunday evenings, when many relief journeys were run, disgorging  hordes of students in Bangor returning from spending a weekend at home around Liverpool and Chester.       The double-deck local services to Caernarvon, Amlwch etc were also run by Lodekkas, but of the older rear-entrance bus variety (DLB) painted in the usual green livery with cream relief bands.     Maesgeirchen and Maes Tryfan locals were mainly also double-deck, and saw the last of the Bristol KSW series vehicles (DKB) in use here before these too were replaced by Lodekkas.    The N78 Maesgeirchen service went the long way round, and tended only to be well patronised on wet days.   At other times fit and able members of the population would save a few pence by taking one of the footpath short-cuts over the intervening “Bangor Mountain” (in reality, a rather steep hill).   A fully laden Bristol K with all windows thoroughly steamed up would make heavy weather of the climb up from the main A5 road into the estate on a wet, miserable day.   
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    Single-deck Bristol MW (CMG) coaches were also used on the Cymru Coastliner services, mainly as reliefs.    I arrived just in time to see the very last of the Bristol L series half-cab vehicles running on the services to east Anglesey via Beaumaris.  These were my favourite rural buses, recently then still very common in the BTC-run fleets all across Southern England, but replaced within a month or so here by the ugly Bristol SC (SSG) one-man operated vehicles already prevalent on the Bethesda group of services and most of the Beaumaris workings.   This photo is of the forecourt of Bangor depot on a wet Sunday morning in late 1966 illustrates  the transition period well, with a Lodekka on the N78 for Maesgeirchen, an SSG on N69 to Bethesda and an L on N57 for Glanrafon……

     And here are two examples of the L type single-deckers in preservation……
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     In the autumn of 1966, when students were banned from having their own cars in Bangor, we would often dash across to the Garth Road bus stands after the finish of  Saturday morning lectures at Dean Street.   Services to almost everywhere interesting seemed to be timed to leave on the dot of 11am, and it was usually one of these SC single-deckers we scrambled onto breathlessly at it waited to pull out onto Deiniol Road by the Post Office.   Often we did not have time to note where it was going, so had a magical mystery tour, maybe to Penmon, or perhaps the upper reaches of the slate quarries around Mynydd Llandegai or Dinorwic village  – the drivers thought we were all quite mad!    These SC’s were incredibly noisy machines, considering that they were a relatively new design.    Some months later, one of the new Bristol RE buses was tried on the Llanberis route for the first time.  The roads near Deiniolen were at that time quite narrow and twisty, not being “improved” until the Dinorwic power station construction in the early 1970’s.   The driver questioned the sanity of his employers in putting this new 36-foot long vehicle on the route, and indeed despite his best efforts got stuck trying to get round one tricky turn.  We made it eventually, but the shiny new bus was somewhat scraped!    
     This image (below left) is outside Bangor Post Office on Deiniol Road, Bangor, on a very wintry 9th February 1969, with two Lodekkas making the turn into the Wellfield bus station area.  I remember this day well, as I had to abandon my car on Love Lane and then walk to a job interview at the college in Dean Street. At a time when smart suits were obligatory, I turned up for this in wellington boots and with camera slung round my neck; at least I got there on time, many didn’t!  The other (right) is coming off the Menai suspension bridge, on an Amlwch service heading for Bangor….. 
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    These are of Crosville Lodekkas in preservation…..
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Purple Motors (Bethesda) and Deiniolen Motors

    These two concerns are grouped together, as to the casual observer at any rate they were virtually indistinguishable.   They used the same livery, maroon and cream with red relief, and the vehicles seemed to be interchanged frequently.    They were probably different branches of the same family business.   Deiniolen Motors, based at a small garage and yard at the east end of the village of that name, was run by “Jones & Davies”.    Little is known about the proprietors of Purple, which had their “Castle Garage” and workshop on the south side of the approach road to the old railway station in the centre of Bethesda, and often left vehicles parked in the open around the station yard.  

    Regular stage carriage services were operated into Bangor from both places, competing with Crosville by charging slightly lower fares.  Schools contract services were also run, and Purple at least was also a coach hire operator.    Despite appeals for information in the enthusiast magazines, no further information has come to light regarding either company, so the following (incomplete) fleet details have been compiled from personal observations and photographic evidence only……………

Double – deck vehicles

Reg No.

Type

Body

Year New
Acquired
Disposal

JC 8427

Guy Arab
Massey 

1948

(new)

1966

JC 9795

Crossley
  
Crossley

1949

(new)



     JC 8427 carries the fleet no 8 in a 1950 photo at Bangor Garth Road.  No other vehicles are known to have carried fleet numbers, certainly this was not the practice during the 1960’s.  It does however give an indication of the fleet size at the time it was purchased.    JC 9795 was new to Jones & Davies, Deiniolen in 1949 and survived till at least 1971. A photo in “Buses Illustrated” magazine, November 1966, shows it “on loan to Purple Motors”.  It was always kept looking very smart, and on one memorable occasion on 6th December 1968 worked a private hire to Beaumaris for the university, conveying officials in connection with the annual road race from there to Bangor (below left). The colour image is in Bethesda station yard, 8th November 1967.  I wonder what happened to it?  
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Single – deck buses

GUE 247   *
Leyland PS1
NCB B34F
1949

Oct 1959
June 1971

GUE 252   
Leyland PS1
NCB B34F
1949

May 1961
1972 ?

These two were originally owned by Stratford Blue Motor Services, their fleet numbers 41 and 46. 

JC 7734

Bedford WTB
Duple

1938

(new ?)


ACC 87

Crossley SD42


1949

(new ?)


(registration may have been AJC 87 ?)

ORE 650
Leyland PS1
Weymann B35F
1947

Sept 1959
Dec 1960


(Deiniolen Motors)  Ex Potteries Motor Traction, no S.322   obviously not too good a buy!

DMO 326
AEC Regal
Duple B32F
1947

Autumn 1961
by 1967


  
This was ex Thames Valley, their fleet no 137

SVA 438  *
Bedford
C5Z1
Duple B30F
1958

1965





Ex Hutchison, Overtown.   Bought to replace DMO 326 ?

NBL 733
Bristol SC4LK
ECW B35F
1956

1971




Ex Thames Valley 776, bought to replace GUE 247

EUJ 635

Leyland PS1 ?


1949

c 1960


Ex Whittle, Highley

RDB 863
AEC Reliance
Willowbrook DP43F    1961
Jan 1977

1982


Ex North Western Road Car 863, then Chester Corporation no. 65

RKU 220
AEC Regal
Plaxton


Owned by Deiniolen Motors.  Photo in Buses Illustrated magazine 11/1966

389 JTD

Leyland Tiger Cub   East Lances B43F   1959
Jan 1977

sold 1982


Purple Motors, ex Lancaster Corporation Transport 389, then Chester Corp. no 73

FCK 844
Leyland Tiger


Ex Ribble ?

DHD 194
AEC Reliance
Park Royal


1968


Ex Yorkshire Woollen District

VCH 171
Leyland Tiger Cub ?

Coaches

ACC 88
    *
Bedford OB
Duple C29F
1948

(new to Deiniolen Motors)

ACC 625
Bedford OB ?


1950

LHA 221
Leyland PS1
Duple

1947

c1956


Ex Gliderways, Smethwick




HCC 850   *
Bedford SB3
Duple C41F
1960

(new)

FHF 833

AEC Reliance
Duple C41F
1959
ex Wilkinson, Wallasey before 1978

WTY 906
Bedford SB
Duple

MCC 79

Bedford SB

   The four vehicles marked * above are known to be preserved, though not necessarily restored, nor in Purple Motors livery. 
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     In the summer of 1971, we were looking for an old single-decker bus to restore and use as a trip vehicle for the Penrhyn Castle gang and the University Railway Society.  Finding GUE 247 laid up in the yard at Bethesda (picture left above on 19th June), we agreed a price of £40 with the Purple Motors management.   The gearbox was missing, having been used to replace that in GUE 252, whose own would be repaired and supplied with our vehicle.  The batteries were taken out and put on charge  (at the Engineering building in Dean Street!) and the ornate saloon light fittings were dismantled for cleaning and polishing.  On starting up the engine we agreed that it seemed to have a bit of a knock, but were promised all assistance and use of the Purple Motors  workshop facilities to investigate this – it all seemed too good to be true.   
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     It was, as the search for suitable storage space for the vehicle proved difficult and protracted – neither the National Trust at Penrhyn Castle nor the College seemed keen on the idea.  While all this was going on, the vandals got to work at Bethesda and when we next visited, all the saloon windows were smashed.  These would have cost around £200 to replace, so we reluctantly abandoned the idea, fortunately before any money had changed hands.   We were offered GUE 252 in running order (right, above pictured in the workshop on 8/11/1967) about two years later, but had to decline due to changed circumstances – I was by now living in Central London.   Ironically, what remained of GUE 247 was eventually rescued for preservation by others, it is now at the Wythall museum near Birmingham (though unrestored as yet); GUE 252 was scrapped. 

    SVA 438 (right) was a very strange short-wheelbase vehicle with tall body – quite disproportionate and ugly.  We called it the “Buggy Bus”.    By the mid 1960’s most of the coach fleet was standard Bedford SB/Duple; details not recorded.  We hired these several times, for instance to travel down to Portmadoc for the Festiniog Railway AGM day in April 1967.

    Purple Motors continued to serve the area for a long time after the 1970’s, at one time using an ex-London Transport DMS class double-decker, which looked enormous and ungainly in the narrow Bethesda main street.   The company finally ceased to trade in 1998.   

T. Jones & Sons, Menai Bridge

   This was another long-established local company, whom we also approached in 1971 when looking for a vehicle to purchase, after GUE 247 fell through.   We were directed up past the garage and workshop to the “top yard” at the back of the premises where the older, more interesting vehicles were parked.   We found a fairly smart Bedford OB coach which was untaxed and had a flat tyre, so assumed this was the one meant for sale – this would have been ideal for our purpose and did not seem to require much work.   It seemed a real bargain at £20!    Unfortunately, the vehicle they had intended us to look at was not the Bedford, but a 1935 Thorneycroft single-decker, EY 5218, which we had not even noticed the first time!   It was totally derelict, with very little left of its home-made body, and buried in undergrowth.   Notwithstanding our total lack of interest, the remains of this undeniably historic vehicle were eventually sold for preservation, though not yet rebuilt.  

     Our negotiations were conducted with a very old gentleman whom we were taken to see in the workshops, and presumed to be the owner of the firm.   He must have been in his eighties and was almost blind; however he was working at a large lathe machining up a crankshaft for one of the Bedford OB’s.   One of the younger men told us that he could still carry out this task more quickly and with greater precision than any of the other staff!

     Jones’ work is thought to have been solely coach hire and school contract, they do not seem to have had any stage carriage services.  The fleet was all single-deck, painted mainly cream but with light green relief.   Again, fleet details are sketchy, with those definitely known being…….

 Reg No.

Type

Body

Year New
Acquired
Disposal

EY 5218
   *
Thorneycroft 
T. Jones C26C
  1935

(new)

Derelict 1971



“Lightning” GC

EY 6711

Dennis Pike
Dennis

  1938

(new)

1962 ?

EY 9025

Bedford OB
Duple C29F
  1949

(new)

post 1969

EY 9194
   *
Crossley SD42
Gurn-Nutt FC35F
  1949

(new)

Stored 1969

EY 9392

Bedford OB
Duple C25F
  1950

(new)

post 1969

AEY 242 B
Albion Victor
Duple C41F
  July 1964
(new)

post 1969

??

Bedford SB5


  

pre 1969

post 1969




( * = preserved)

    The company is thought to have ceased operations around 1980.   There is no trace of the garage premises in Menai Bridge nowadays.  

Welshways of Bangor

    This was a small operator only noticed around 1971, with around three vehicles parked in the open at Menai Bridge station goods yard, just by the Caernarvonshire side of the suspension bridge.    They had a Leyland half-cab single decker in excellent order which we thus coveted as our third choice for a vehicle to preserve…..

 Reg No.

Type

Body

Year New
Acquired
Disposal

CWG 204
Leyland PS2    Alexander C35F
  1950

c 1970 ?

?
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    This was formerly Alexander’s  fleet no. MPA 162.     The Welshways livery was mainly off-white, with blue relief.   The Alexander fleet no. plate was still carried, though painted over.   The owner said he would like to sell it, as he was engaged on schools contracts and had to use two men on this vehicle, whereas he wanted to cut this to only one to save costs.   Unfortunately, whilst undoubtedly merited by the condition of the bus, the price of £250 asked was way beyond our means.   So we finally gave up this idea once and for all!     We never saw this vehicle again – it does not appear to be preserved, though similar Alexander examples are.  

    Two other Welshways vehicles appear in the background to my photograph of CWG 204 taken in March 1972.   These are a modern single-decker with registration  ??D 208, and what appears to be an early-series Bristol Lodekka (ex Crosville?).  In the background of another photo taken from the last passenger train to run to Caernarvon, as well as CWG204 there is a cream painted Bristol LS coach probably ex Crosville, and another coach, possibly a Bedford, in blue and white livery.   No other details or photographs of the Welshways concern have ever been seen.

Independent Companies serving Caernarvon

     Caernarvon town square was a real mecca for old independent buses even as late as the early 1970’s.   At least four companies worked regular stage-carriage routes from the outlying villages, and they all congregated here.   At busy times, relief buses were run to shift the crowds, particularly on Market days and on Saturday evenings when the pubs and cinemas closed…………  

Whiteways   (O.R. Williams & Sons, Waunfawr)
     This company had a garage and workshop in the centre of Waunfawr village, and worked services from Beddgelert and Ceunant past there heading for the county town.     The vehicles were painted completely in unrelieved white, unusual and eye-catching but tending to look somewhat grubby most of the time, and even occasionally showing up rust streaks!    

     Unlike most of the North Wales independents, this one has been thoroughly documented by an ex-employee, Bill Rear, the subject of a two-part article in Classic Bus magazine during 2001 and then an excellent booklet with many photographs and a full fleet list published in 2002.   Thus, only the vehicles running circa-1968, during the period of our main interest, will be listed here…………….

Double – deckers………..

Reg No.

Type

Body

Year New
Acquired
Disposal

DED 797  *
Leyland PD1    Alexander H56R
  1946

1963

1979



Ex Warrington Corporation, their fleet no. 18         

BG 9672
Leyland PD1
Massey H56R


1963

1969



Ex Birkenhead Corporation no. 113

Single–deckers………

GAO 516
Leyland PS1
Leyland B32F
1948

1961

1970



Ex Cumberland Motor Services no. 256

JTJ 97

Leyland PS1
Roe B32F
1948

1961

1970



Ex Lancashire United Transport 372

MHU 50  *
Bedford OB
Duple B30F
1949

1957

1973



Ex Bristol Omnibus Co. 208



GWP 577
Bedford OB
Duple C29F


1958

1971



Ex Ketley, Stourport

LTT 913  *
Bedford OB
Duple C29F
1949

1958

1977



Ex Sunbeam, Torquay

ACC 712  *
Bedford OB
Duple C29F
1949

(new)

1979

AJC 730

Austin K8VC
Kenex B14C
1949

(new)

1973

CJC 925

Bedford SB
Duple C38F
1955       
(new)

1978

DCC 125  *
Bedford SB
Duple C38F
1955

(new)

1982

565 PPH

Austin J2
BMC B12C


1967

1971

*  preserved

   I managed somehow not to take any photographs at all of  Whiteway vehicles during the whole ten years I was living in the area!  

Express Motors    (R. Hughes Jones, Tyddyn Canol, Rhostryfan)

   This operator ran his red and cream liveried single-deckers between Rhosgadfan, Caesarea and Bontnewydd, down to Caernarvon centre, a distance of 9 miles, in competition with Silver Star (below) and (partly) with Crosville.  See the note in “Buses Illustrated” November 1963. At that time the fleet comprised 3 buses (AHE and the 2 JTJ’s) and 3 coaches.  The coaches were painted pink and pale green. 
Reg No.

Type

Body

Year New
Acquired
Disposal

RN 8743




1939



pre-1963



Ex Ribble, their fleet no.         

RN 8781




1939



pre-1963



Ex Ribble, their fleet no



BJA 408

Bristol L5G
Willowbrook B38R     1946
1961

c. 1963



Ex North Western Road Car Co no. 93      To Silver Star, c.1963 (below)


FFM 524
Bristol L
6A
ECW  B35R
1946

c. 1965 



Ex Crosville SLA30

JC 9920



Coach ?

1948

(new ?)

AJC 41

Bedford OB
Duple C29F
1948

(new)

c. 1970

DVH 756
Leyland PS1
Roe B32R
1948

1959

1963



Ex County Motors, Lepton 77.   Carried Express Motors fleet no 7 at one time

AHE 792
Leyland PS1
Roe B32R
1947

pre-1962
1965 ?


Ex Yorkshire Traction 770.  Photo in CB17, p42; operating c. early 1962

RC 9680

AEC Regal II
Willowbrokk B35F      1947
1960

pre-1963



Ex Trent Motor Traction 774

HG 9649
Leyland PS1
Brush B34R
        1947
Dec 1965
after 1969



Ex Burnley, Colne, Nelson no. 8

JTJ 91 and 96
Leyland PS1
Roe B32F
        1948
1961

1967



Ex Lancashire United Transport nos. 366 & 371

TMV 966
Bedford SB3
??   Coach

OUP 661
Leyland Tiger Cub
SARO


1969





Ex Sunderland & District

FMO 23

Bristol LL5G




by 1969



Ex Thames Valley
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      AJC41 later turns up with “Castell Motors” – see below.    

    I photographed HG9649 and JTJ96 at Caernarvon town square on 15th June 1967……
     (the third vehicle, on the left, is Clynnog & Trevor Motor Services RC9699 – details below - on their long run down to Pwllheli)
Silver Star Motor Services      (E. W. Thomas of Upper Llandwrog)

    These buses were painted two shades of blue, with cream relief, and operated another route from Caesarea to Caernarvon……

Reg No.

Type

Body

Year New
Acquired
Disposal

BJA 408

Bristol L5G
Willowbrook B38R     1946
c 1963





Ex North Western Road Car Co no. 93, then Express Motors (above)


JTJ 98

Leyland PS1
Roe B32F
1948

1961

stored 1969



Ex Lancashire United Transport  no. 373

FW 6857 ?
Leyland TS7
Burlingham B35F     1936

1960




Ex Lincolnshire Road Car Co no. 1410
606, 610  JPU
Bristol SC4LK
ECW B35F
1957

Sept 1964





Ex Eastern National nos 436, 440

XTA 848
Commer TS3
Beadle C41F
1957

June 1966



Ex Devon General no. TCA848

FMO 23

Bristol L6B
Windover C39
1950







Ex Thames Valley 548

9574 F

Bristol SC




by 1969



Ex Eastern National
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Here is 606JPU in the Town Square, Caernarvon, also on 15th June 1967……
Clynnog & Trevor Motor Services

     Their livery was cream with red relief;  route Caernarvon – Pwllheli (garage and office at Trevor):-

 Reg No.

Type

Body

Year New
Acquired
Disposal

TF 6821

Leyland TD1
ECW L53R
1931

1955 ?

1962



Rebodied 1950 

JEH 555

Guy Arab
NCB L55R
1944

1961





Ex Potteries Motor Traction no. L253

RC 9654

AEC Regent II
Willowbrook H56R    1947
1961





Ex Trent Motor Traction Co no. 1138

ACC 695




1950

(new ?)

ACH 649
AEC Regent II
Willowbrook  H56R    1948
April 1963

Ex Trent Motor Traction Co no 1159

GFM 903
Bristol K6B
ECW D/D
        1948
Nov 1963



Ex Crosville no DKB295

RC 9699

AEC Regal II
Willowbrook DP39F   1947
April 1963
after 1967



Ex Trent Motor Traction Co no 319 (rebuilt 1958)

DRN 348
Sentinel



        1950
Nov 1963



Ex Ribble no 291

PYK 62, 64
Commer TS3
Beadle C41F
        1955
July 1964



Ex Birch Brothers nos K62, K64

XTA 849
Commer TS3
Beadle C41F
       1957
June 1966



Ex Devon General no. TCA849

PWL 413
AEC Regent III
Weymann L53
       1950
April 1965
post 1969



Ex City of Oxford Motor Services no 166



(there was also another of these?)

DJA 434

Crossley

Crossley D/D
       1949
October 1965



Ex Crossley demonstrator, hence the Stockport registration



TTT 790 – 792
Beadle – Commer



pre-1969



A series of three ex Devon General
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Castell Motors,  Betws Garmon

   Only one vehicle; this is thought to have been the Betws Garmon – Caernarvon school bus.   It was always parked up outside the small church at Betws Garmon at weekends.  Livery was two shades of Blue.  The vehicle was previously with Express Motors (see above)

AJC 41

Bedford OB
Duple C29F
New in 1948
Acquired  c. 1968

Disposal after 1972

Odds and Ends 

The following vehicles were also noted in our travels.   The list is not comprehensive by any means, but gives a flavour of some of the other operators in the North West Wales area in the 1960’s and 1970’s…………..

FBC 311
AEC Regent 3
Brush

1949

1969

    This vehicle was seen parked up at the far end of Bethesda station yard, by the gasholder, in late 1967.  It carries a Bethesda destination blind and appeared to be in Purple Motors livery. The fleet number carried is that of its previous incarnation as Leicester Corporation Transport no. 45, and co-incidentally, their livery was the same, so it was in fact still in Leicester condition.     

     Parked near to it was an ex-Crosville Bristol L single decker, still in Crosville green livery, and carrying the contractor’s name “Pochin” in large white letters on the side panels.  

     It was noted that similar ex LCT vehicles FBC301, 304 were owned by Wessex Coaches, Bristol, and were working on Anglesey around August 1964 on loan to Taylor Woodrow (photo in Buses Illustrated Feb 1965). By 1969, there were apparently at least 15 others in the series FBC 298 – 319 owned by Wessex Coaches, on loan to Taylor Woodrow for the Wylfa Power Station construction project, so it is undoubtedly one of these that we saw. 
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HL 7538

Leyland Cub
Roe B24F
1936
E. Pritchard, Newborough

Ex Yorks West Riding no 464.  Acquired 1949; working to Llangefni & back. It ran  until 1967, when the regular driver who was 84 years old, retired!  Our picture was taken in late 1966 at the Newborough yard……

It is preserved in Pritchard livery
EY 8600

Bedford OB



E. Pritchard, Newborough



Acquired pre 1969



BBN 196
Leyland TD7c
Withnell (coach)

E. Pritchard, Newborough



Ex Bolton Corporation Transport

Pritchards also had 5 other vehicles circa 1969, including a Foden coach, and an ex Northern General Guy Arab single decker

KYD 882
Crossley 
Windover C33F

with Jones, Rhosneigr



Ex Parish of Morda
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ACC 629  *
Bedford OB
Duple C29F
1950
Penmaenmawr Motor Co.

FCC 110
Bedford SB3



Penmaenmawr Motor Co.



The above two acquired pre-1969.  Picture right of ACC629 at the Manchester Museum of Transport, as preserved in the 1990s…..
JC 8887

Bedford OB
Plaxton


Penmaenmawr Motor Co.



Acquired 1969

548 NLG
Albion Nimbus
Willowbrook B31F  1961
Penmaenmawr Motor Co.



This one acquired post-1969

NWB 208
AEC Regal IV 
Windover C39C

with T.H. Jones, Pwllheli



Ex Sheffield United Tours, bought 1959

JX 9735

Leyland PS1
Windover FC35F   1947
with T.H. Jones, Pwllheli



Ex Hebble Motor Services no 15

NHY 940
Bristol LWL6B



to T.H. Jones 11/1965



Ex Bristol Omnibus Co no. 2060

HUV 450
AEC Regal
Duple FC35F

From Jones, Pwllheli to Jones,

Ex Timpsons, London


 Llanfaethlu in 11/65

HNN 719
Leyland PS1
Willowbrook B35F  1948
with Jones, Llanfaethlu,



Ex East Midland



Anglesey

DFV 244
Dennis Lancet J3 Burlingham C33F
with Jones, Llanfaethlu

Ex East Midland
XTA 847
Commer TS3
Beadle C41F
1957
To W.E. Jones, Llanerchymedd  6/1966



Ex Devon General no. TCA847

JBN 142

Bedford SBO
Duple

1956
to Parry, Llithfaen 12/1965



Ex Bolton Corporation no. 11

AHE 784
Leyland Tiger PS1   Roe


with Mrs Williams, Llithfaen



Ex Yorkshire Traction Co in 1959

(who ran a service to Pwllheli)


DCN 853, 861
Leyland Tiger Cub


with Jones, Caelloi (Caelloi Motors?)



Ex Northern General in 1968
running Pwllheli – Rhosddu & Brynmawr




Livery = Pink & White
  Garages at West End, Pwllheli,  & Dinas


718 FHA
Leyland Tiger Cub    Harrington

with Jones, Caelloi





Ex Gliderways, Smethwick in 1969




He also had 2 secondhand AEC Reliance coaches about this time

ROD 766, 771
AEC Regent V
DD


with Ellis Bros, Llangefni in 1969



Ex Devon General

JA 7790

Bristol K5G
Willowbrook D/D
to Milburn 9/1962



Ex North Western Road Car Co no. 418

RBJ 206

AEC Reliance
Mann Egerton C43F
to Milburn 1/1966

DHE 349
Leyland Royal Tiger  Brush B43F

to Milburn 1/1966



Ex Yorkshire Traction no. 918

GEY 888
Ford (new)
Plaxton C41F
1960
with Milburn, Gaerwen

CCK 649
Leyland PD2 
Brush L53R
1949
with Milburn, Gaerwen




Ex Ribble no 2673, bought end 1961

CCK 658
Leyland PD2 
Brush L53R
1949
with Milburn, Gaerwen




Ex Ribble no 2682, bought end 1961

BBD 814
Bristol K5G
Roe L55R
1940
with Milburn, Gaerwen




Ex United Counties 670, bought end 1959

BBD 815
Bristol K5G
Roe L55R
1940
with Milburn, Gaerwen




Ex United Counties 671, bought end 1959, then sold to a fair operator



(Milburns also had a garage at Benllech)

JFM 572

AEC Regal 3


1950
Atomic Power Constructors,



Ex Crosville SRA902, bought 1962

Trawsfynydd (staff bus)

JFM 579

AEC Regal 3


1950
Atomic Power Constructors



Ex Crosville SRA909, bought 1962




HGC 249
Bristol K6A 


1945
Atomic Power Constructors



Ex London Transport B24, then Crosville DKA195, bought 1962

GFM 900
Bristol K6B 


1948
Atomic Power Constructors



Ex Crosville DKB292, bought 1962

     Atomic Power Constructors also bought Crosville fleet nos ELA1, 6, 7, 13 (Bristol L SD?) in Sept 1961. No other details.

APC bought a further 30 or so ex Crosville vehicles in Jan-Feb 1963, for full details see the lists in contemporary Buses Illustrated magazine issues.  Some of these were still working in the area at the time of our college Engineering Society visit to the Trawsfynydd Nuclear Power Station in 1967.



K. A. Jaggers    April 2002   (updated April 2006 and Nov 2007)

