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INCE the final closure of the Dinorwic
Slate Quarries in 1969 (RM March, 1970),
several events, including the opening of

the Llanberis Lake Railway and Quarrying
Museum, and the restoration of the 4 ft.-gauge
locomotive Fire Queen at Penrhyn Castle, have
brought the former railway systems of this vast
concern into greater prominence. It is thus
timely to record the early history, little of which
was known with any certainty until the recent
release of the company records from Receiver-
ship.

Quarrying at Dinorwic was started at a rela-
tively late date, considering that the workings
were to become, as at neighbouring Penrhyn,
one of the largest of their type in the world.
Not until 1788 was organised working started,
at which time Penrhyn had been operating for
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Original Padarn Railway rail, chair and stone sleeper
block (replaced in the 1880s) serving, in 1973, as a
footbridge handrail near Cwm-y-Glo. The Padarn
Railway used the bridge in the background
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QUARRY TO QUAYSIDE BY PLATEWAY
AND THE PADARN RAILWAY

Manhandling “velocipedes” at Llanberis in the early
1890s. In the foreground, a hand-cranked machine is
being manoeuvred onto the railway; behind it is one
of the foot-pedalled variety
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